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After Horton's exploit the German destroyers were very careful
and generally remained in shoal water behind the banks, where
our submarines could not get at them; their submarines were
evidently sent out to stalk ours and several more stalemate
encounters occurred. On the 9th October a German submarine
broke surface only 50 yards from JBio, too close to fire at.

On icth October I wrote to the Commander-in-Chief giving
him the condition generally of the " Oversea " flotilla, and
submitted propc^als for future operations, sending at the same
time a copy to the Chief of Staff. There was some opposition
at the Admiralty to the Baltic enterprise, as it was feared that
Denmark might be compromised by the passage of submarines
through the Sound, so I tried to overcome the opposition thus:

PROPOSED OPERATIONS.

"I understand we cannot send vessels through the
Sound without compromising Denmark, but I submit that
it is very much to Germany's interest to maintain Denmark's
neutrality, and the latter could hardly be held responsible
for the passing of a submarine without a Danish pilot.

In the * Naval Notes ' of 4th October it is reported
that the two German cruisers patrolling the southern
entrance of the Sound have recently been joined by eight
torpedo boats. I consider that a submarine attack on
these vessels presents no great difficulty, and, if it could
be carried out without compromising Denmark, should
be attempted. The moral effect would be great.

In * Naval Notes,' yth October, it is stated that the
Germans, alarmed by the appearance of British submarines
in the Kattegat, stopped the exit of all merchant shipping
from Lubeck for 24 hours. I would submit, that the
enemy be given good cause for alarm, and loss might be
inflicted on his trade and on neutral shipping carrying
contraband, with little or no risk to ourselves. Even if
vessels are not captured, our presence in the Kattegat,
examining ships, would cause anxiety and inconvenience,
and would certainly raise the shipping insurance.

At the commencement of the war a great deal of trade
passed Horn Reef and inside Heligoland; from our sub-
marine reports, this trade has almost entirely ceased. On